MODEL LESSON FOR ACADEMIC VOCABULARY
Social Studies

Grade:  5


	Lesson Overview

	· Time: One class period

· Purpose: Students will determine or clarify the meaning of new words (Tier 2 and Tier 3) through the use of Text Talk.  This direct instruction approach allows for rich conceptualization of vocabulary words.  The teacher will integrate social studies concepts into Language Arts, and focus instruction on academic vocabulary.  The teacher will direct students to compare and contrast the political, economic, and social lives of the people in New England, Middle, and Southern colonies and to compare the natural/physical, and human characteristics and explain how these characteristics affected where and how people worked and lived.



	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	Materials:  History Alive textbook, Chapter 7 “Comparing the Colonies”, pp. 66 - 75

Other Suggested Texts/Resources:  


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RI.5.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.

RI.5.3: Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.

         - apply academic and domain specific vocabulary to discuss and/or write about types of relationships.   

           (See L.5.6)

RI.5.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Supports Social Studies Objective: Read to learn and construct meaning about social studies by using appropriate vocabulary and comprehension strategies. 

	Vocabulary:
Academic Words (Tier 2):  participate, climate, geography, diverse

Domain Words (Tier 3): democratic, government, economy



	Pre-Assessment:  
            (P1) Teacher will use the “Vocabulary Rating Scale” (see resource) to assess students’ prior knowledge of 

            selected Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary. Students can indicate their choice by holding up appropriate fingers. 

            Alternatives are to:  use sign language for appropriate letters, using Mind in Motion Movements, or writing 

            on white boards. 

Depending on student response, teacher will ask for students rating words at level 3 or 4 to use the word appropriately in a sentence to demonstrate understanding.  Take note of the targeted words that are least recognized.  If the majority of the class does not recognize a word, this will indicate the words to target during the Text Talk Steps below. 

 


	Lesson Procedure 
	Teacher Information

	· Warm –Up
             Complete Pre-assessment, “Vocabulary Rating Scale”.

· Model and Guided Practice

Preview text features before reading and have students find additional examples for T-chart.

While reading, have a focused discussion using Text Talk Steps on selected vocabulary words.  

1.  Contextualize the word for its role in the story.

Read the sentence from page 73 that contains the vocabulary word participate.  “Participation in Maryland’s government was limited.”
This statement sounds like an action where only some people are allowed to do something. 

2.  Explain and/or discuss the meaning of the word.

Ask students to define the meaning of the word participate.  Encourage students to provide synonyms and antonyms based on the context in the example sentence.

Give the meaning of the word to the students. 

Teacher will say, “The word ‘participate’ means that people have a part or share.”

3.  Ask students to repeat the word so they can create a phonological representation of the word.

4.  Provide examples in contexts other than the one used in the story.

            Let’s think of some other examples that fit with the word 

            participate.
· In our Student Government elections, everyone who voted for a representative participated in the election.

· In November, our country will have an election where voters will participate in electing the next President of the United States.

· Students participated in a lively discussion on activities for our next Gold Coin celebration.

           5.  Give students a chance to interact with given 

           examples or provide their own examples.  
           Teacher will say, “Now I’d like to hear your examples for 

            the word participate (and other forms of the word, ie: 

            participated, participating).
           6.  Encourage students to interact with the word and its  

           use in the story.
            Teacher will say,  “Describe what a clean up day would 

            look like if everyone participated in the activity..

            What might happen if no one participates in an election?
            Continue this same six step process with additional targeted 

            words (example: democratic, government, geography, 

            climate).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Independent Practice

Students complete cloze activity to find the meaning of each word.

Students work on an assigned colony to identify characteristics in government, climate and geography, types of jobs (economy), and reasons for founding the colony.


	[image: image1.png]



                  “Vocabulary Rating Scale”
I never saw the word before and I do not know it.

  I have heard or seen the 
 word before, but I do not 
 know the meaning.
    I recognize the word and I   

   know something about it.
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I know the word well.  I can explain the meaning and use 
              it appropriately.
Teachers should focus on selecting words that provide opportunities for rich discussion.  Tier Two words consist of high frequency words that occur across a variety of domains and therefore are words that students will see or hear often to reinforce meaning.  When selecting Tier Two words, think about words that

· are important for reading comprehension

· contain multiple meanings

· are used across a variety of environments (generalization)

· are characteristic of mature language users

· increase descriptive vocabulary (words that allow students to describe concepts in a detailed manner.

Additional word:  

1.  Contextualize the word government:  Read the sentence from page 67 “And the way the government was run in the colonies differed.”

2.  Explain or discuss the meaning.  

Ask students to describe the meaning of the word government.

Give the meaning of the word:  “Government is who is in charge of the country or a colony.  It is different depending on who makes the rules and who picks the people working in the government.

3.  Ask students to repeat the word so they can create a phonological representation of the word.

4.  Provide examples in contexts other than the one used in the story.

“The student government president was elected by all the fifth graders last month.”

            5.  Give students a chance to interact   

           with given examples or provide their 

           own examples.  
           Teacher will say, “Now I’d like to hear 

           your examples for the word government.

           6.  Encourage students to interact with 

           the word and its use in the story.

           Teacher will say, “Look for who is 

           allowed to participate in government and 

           how they are selected.

(P2)(P3) Billboard Activity

Students create billboards of their assigned colony to advertise and illustrate the unique aspects of the colony.  This billboard will be used in a presentation to the class.

	Lesson Closure (Post Assessment)
	

	· Students complete Concept Circles using examples from     different colonial regions to demonstrate their understanding of the Tier II and Tier III words.

· Refer back to the “Vocabulary Rating Scale” from the beginning of the lesson.  Teacher will ask students to display the appropriate amount of fingers on their hand for each vocabulary word.  Teacher will ask students to reveal their new knowledge of the vocabulary words by asking those that are holding up 4 fingers to share the word meanings.


	  



