
MODEL LESSON FOR ACADEMIC VOCABULARY
English Language Arts

Grade:  4 
  
Lesson Overview
 
● Time: One class period
● Purpose: To integrate Social Studies academic vocabulary into Language Arts
● The students will learn about Frances Wright who contributed to making a difference during the 1800’s. 

The students will extend their understanding of the vocabulary used in the text to develop a connection 
between Language Arts skills and Social Studies content. 
 

Teacher Planning and Preparation
Materials:
Frances Wright Timeline
Frances Wright: A Voice for Change Leveled Reader by Sarah Brockett (Part of the Social Studies/Biography 
collection) http://leveledreaderdatabase.macmillanmh.com/lrdb/search.form
Butcher Block Paper - Preferably White (one piece per table/group)
Markers, Crayons, Pastels, etc.
Academic Vocabulary Picture PowerPoint
I have...Who has? Game cards (one set per table/group)
Vocabulary Flipchart for each student
Academic Vocabulary: Exit Ticket (one per student)
Optional Extension: Cause and Effect Chart or Cause and Effect Relations Document (one per student)
2006 Education Oasis.  http://www.educationoasis.com  May be reproduced for classroom use only.
 
 
Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson
RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.
RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 4 topic or subject area.
RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.
RI.4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, 
and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end 
of the range.
 
Supports Social Studies Objectives:
The students will be able to:

● Describe the contributions of individuals and groups.
● Organize and display social studies information from print and non-print sources using charts, graphs, 

graphic organizers, maps, timelines, and other visual representations.
 
Other Suggested Text/Resources: Lesson Two, Unit Three, Maryland: Growth and Change (1800-1875), pp.13-21
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MODEL LESSON FOR ACADEMIC VOCABULARY
English Language Arts

Grade:  4 
Vocabulary:
Academic Words:

● inequality
● poverty
● society
● inspired
● community

 
Domain Words:

● slavery
 
Pre-Assessment:  
(P1) When introducing the lesson, use the timeline that shows specific dates representing Frances Wright’s life and 
dates from grade four Social Studies: unit three, lessons one and two (see Frances Wright Timeline).
 
(P1,2) Graffiti Board:  On separate sheets of butcher paper, teacher will write academic vocabulary words.  
Students will rotate around classroom and use crayons, pastels, markers, etc.,  to show their understanding of each 
vocabulary word using as many graphics, words, or phrases to show connections.  As in true graffiti, students 
should be creative and use block letters, bubble letters, bright colors, etc., to create a stimulating visual. 
 
Modification:  Teacher will give picture clues to students that need additional support to help infer the meaning of 
the word. (See Academic Vocabulary Picture PowerPoint)
 

 
Lesson Procedure Teacher Information
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MODEL LESSON FOR ACADEMIC VOCABULARY
English Language Arts

Grade:  4 
(P1,3) Warm –Up:

● Review Graffiti Boards and discuss reasoning for connections.
 
(P1,2) Model and Guided Practice:

1. Teacher will go over the Academic Vocabulary Picture PowerPoint
a. Highlight each vocabulary word for its role in the text.   For 

example, Frances Wright was bothered by the inequality that 
some children had to work instead of going to school.

b. Explain meaning and give example.  For example, inequality 
means not having the same rights or opportunities.  Women earn 
less money for doing the same work as men even today.  This 
example shows inequality in the workplace.

c. Have all students repeat the word.  To help students begin to 
use and recognize the sound of the word, have students repeat 
the word “inequality.”  You may want to have them use a serious 
voice or whisper to a friend.

d. Give examples of the word in other contexts.  For example, The 
inequality of the ground made the hikers lose their balance.  In 
math, an inequality is a relationship between numbers that are not 
equal.

e. Making Choices.  Ask questions about the word “inequality.”  
Students should explain their reasoning.  (Make sure the students 
use the word “inequality” in their responses.)  

i. Does inequality show all students going to school or only 
those that can afford to go?

ii. Is inequality more like one class having more recess than 
another or all classes having the same amount of time for 
recess?

iii. What more likely shows inequality, schools that have 
only white students or schools that have a diverse (very 
different) population of students?

 
2. Teacher will repeat this process for additional vocabulary words listed in 

the Academic Vocabulary Picture PowerPoint.
3. The students will play I have...who has? with their table groups.  

(Directions are located on the resource sheet.)
4. Teacher will model how to create and use the Vocabulary Flipchart 

(see example) while reading the text.  The teacher will model using the 
word inequality.  This includes writing the word inequality on the front 
of one tab on the flipchart.  Next, the teacher will write the sentence 
using the word inequality on the inside left tab.  Finally the teacher will 
write an original sentence using the word inequality and context clues 
highlighting understanding of the word on the inside right tab. 

5. Students will write down the rest of the vocabulary words on the front 
tabs of their Vocabulary Flipchart. 

 
● The high level reading 

group(s) can be given 
the option to work/read 
independently. 

● The low level reading 
group(s) can work in 
a small group with the 
teacher.  

● Modification: Students 
can follow along by 
listening to the text at 
ConnectED. Click on the 
link below to view the 
leveled reader. 

http://
leveledreaderdatabase.macmillan
mh.com/lrdb/search.form

Extension Questions:
The following questions are 
taken from the back of the leveled 
readers.  They can be used for 
further discussion.
1.  Recall:  Whom did Frances 
Wright follow to the United 
States?
2.  Interpret: Frances 
Wright believed that the U.S. 
Constitution gave freedom and 
equality to all.  What did she 
discover when she arrived in 
the United States that made her 
realize that not everyone was free 
and equal?
3.  Reader Response:  Frances 
Wright gave many speeches 
during her life.  If you could give 
a speech about something you 
want others to believe in, what 
would it be?
 
Optional Extensions:

● Compare and contrast 
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Grade:  4 
 
(P2) Independent Practice:

1. Students will be partnered in their reading group to discuss additional 
vocabulary words.  They will work collaboratively to create new 
sentences using vocabulary, which will be displayed in their flipcharts.

2. While reading, students will complete the Vocabulary Flipchart with 
their partner. They will take turns reading aloud, stopping when a 
vocabulary word is present. Then, each student will add the sentence with 
the vocabulary word from the text to their flipchart on the inside left tab.  
On the inside right tab, the student will collaborate, create, and write a 
new sentence that shows understanding of the word.  Students should 
underline the vocabulary word to show emphasis.

Frances Wright’s 
contributions to society 
with those individuals 
who played a role in the 
War of 1812 (Commodore 
Joshua Barney, President 
James Madison, General 
Samuel Smith, Caroline 
Pickersgill, Mary Young 
Pickersgill, and Francis 
Scott Key).

● The skill of identifying 
cause and effect also 
ties in nicely with 
the aforementioned 
individuals who made 
a difference (see Cause 
and Effect Chart or Cause 
and Effect Relations 
Document). 

Lesson Closure (Post Assessment)  
(P3) 

● After all students have finished reading the text and completed their 
Vocabulary Flipchart, the students will break into their Leveled Reading 
Groups.  They will play Fill in the Blank where the students will each 
take turns sharing with their group a sentence from their flipchart, leaving 
out the vocabulary word as they read. The other students will guess 
which vocabulary word is missing from the sentence.

● The teacher will distribute an Academic Vocabulary: Exit Ticket to each 
student as a summative assessment.  The teacher may choose to use one 
or both exit tickets.

 

 
 

ELA.7/9/2012                 4
 
 
 


