MODEL LESSON FOR ACADEMIC VOCABULARY
English Language Arts

Grade:  3


	Grade 3
	Title:  Informational, Animal Homes

NOTE:  The suggested language below is not intended as a script but as a tool for helping teachers focus on using academic vocabulary during reading instruction.  



	Lesson Overview

	· This lesson will take approximately 45 minutes

· The purpose of the lesson is for the students to recognize and actively work with new vocabulary words in order to have deep conversations about the text that they are reading.    

The student will be provided with multiple exposures to each word in order to gain full understanding of the word and be able to use the word appropriately.  

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	Before Teaching:

· Read text aloud or in small groups with students and focus on comprehension.  This lesson will be completed after reading the text.

· Choose appropriate vocabulary words for your group of students.  These words can include but are not limited to:

· Architects, structures, contain, construct, shelter, and protection.  

· Prepare student groups (if necessary)

· Consider instructional accommodations or modifications needed for individual students.

Materials:

· Class set of Treasures 3.2 2009 Edition or available online ConnectEd edition http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/
· Animal Homes Pages 264-281 (Connect Ed edition pages 176-193)

Other Suggested Resources



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	· RI4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.
· L4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
· SL Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  




	Lesson Procedure (Suggested language in italics is not intended as a script, but as a tool to help teachers create a learning environment for using text based questions.)
	Teacher Information

	Lesson Procedure:

NOTE:  The suggested language below is not intended as a script but as a tool for helping teachers. 

Choose appropriate vocabulary words for your group of students.  These words can include but are not limited to:

· Architects, structures, contain, construct, shelter, and protection.  

1. Gather into the discussion area.  Tell the students that you will be discussing words that relate to the text Animal Homes.  

2. 1st Vocabulary Word-architect.  Say, “A person who designs a building is an architect.  The architect developed plans to build a new mall in the city.”
3. Contextualize the word for its role in the text.  Say, “Many animals build their own homes.  These animal architects can be birds, mammals, insects and even fish.”  As you say this, show the students page 271 (Treasures 3.2) or page 183 (Connect Ed) and point to the picture of the weaverbird.  
4. Ask students to repeat the word.  Say, “I am going to say the word architect, then I would like for you to clap out the syllables as you say it out loud.”  Do this with the students.  
5. Ask students to repeat the word a second time.  Say, “Whisper the word to a friend.”
6. Provide examples in contexts other than the ones used in the story.
a. Say, “A group of architects showed up at the empty lot and began planning the building they wanted to make there.
b. “The architect wanted to include a movie theatre in his plans for the new house that he was designing.”

c. “The architect designed a tree house for the new school.”

d. “Many animals build their own homes.  These animal architects can be birds, mammals, insects and even fish.”

7. Children interact with examples or provide their own examples.  Have students think-pair-share of an example of what the word architect means, use it in a sentence or think of an idea that relates to the word architect.  After giving the students a minute to think on their own and share with a buddy, choose students to share aloud.  As a class choose the best definition of the word architect.  Write the definition of the word on a sentence strip and post it on the board.
8. Students create a vocabulary chain.  Have students go back to their desk and take out a pencil, marker and glue stick.  Distribute three pieces of construction paper strips to each student.  On the first strip of paper, the students will write the word architect.  On the second strip, the students will write what the word means using the class definition or their own.  On the third strip, use the word architect in a sentence.  
9. Children say the word again to reinforce its phonological representation.  Say, “What is the word that we have been discussing today?”  Have students stand up and yell the word.
10. Provide students another opportunity to interact with the word.  Provide students with drawing paper in order to design a new room for the school.  Say, “It is your turn to be an architect and develop a plan for a new room in the school building.”  Give students time to be an architect and design their ideal classroom in school.
11. 2nd Vocabulary word-shelter.  

12. Contextualize the word for its role in the story.  Say, “The bagworm lives inside a silken case and drags its shelter along as it moved from branch to branch feeding on leaves.  Shelter covers and protects the bagworm” 

13. Explain the meaning of the word.  Say, “Shelter is something that covers or protects.  A hermit crab uses a shell for shelter.”

14. Ask students to repeat the word.  Say, “I am going to say the word shelter, then I would like for you to clap out the syllables as you say it out loud.”  Do this with the students.  
15. Ask students to repeat the word a second time.  Say, “Whisper the word to a friend.”
16. Provide examples in contexts other than the ones used in the story.
a. Say, “Once it began to rain, the group immediately looked for shelter.”
b. “I volunteered at a homeless shelter over the weekend, and served hot meals to the people who were staying there.”

c. “A bird uses a nest for shelter.”

d. “The water spider feeds and raises its family inside its cozy shelter in a shallow pond.”

17. Children interact with examples.  Show pictures some representing the word shelter and some that do not.  Ask students to choose the correct examples and justify their answer with an explanation.  (Sample pictures are attached)
18. Children say the word again to reinforce its phonological representation.  Have the students repeat the word by singing it, saying it in a silly voice, or whispering it to a neighbor in order to make the lesson more engaging and fun.
19.  Encourage children to interact with word.

Tell students to go back to their desks.  Give playdough to each student.  Give students five minutes to create a pet.  Then give students building materials to build shelter for their pet.  The building materials can include: index cards, pipe cleaners, straws, construction paper, etc.  student. 


	Rationale:

These words were selected from the text because the students should learn and understand the meaning of the words in order to have rich conversation about the text they read.  Some of the words were taken directly from the text but other words were chosen because they are related to the text.  

Teaching vocabulary will promote a connection to the learners’ experience and prior knowledge.  

When giving a definition, make sure it is “kid friendly.”  Teachers will often resort to having students look words up in the dictionary and in most cases; the definition is more difficult to understand than the word itself.  

By showing a picture while saying the sentence, the students are given multiple representations of the word and its meaning.  

To make the lesson more engaging the teacher could have the students sing the word back to him/her.  The students could say the word in a silly voice.  Choose an activity that your students would enjoy.  

The teacher can choose to post all of the vocabulary links or choose a few examples to keep around the classroom.  You can also use index cards to record the word, its definition and sentence.  Keep all of the index cards in an index card case for the students to use as a reference for later use.  

Choose an activity that is appropriate for your students.  They can sing, chant, act out, spell the word in the air


	Lesson Closure (Post Assessment)
	

	Call students down to the floor and ask for a volunteer to share the two words that were discussed.  Ask student volunteers to share their definition or use it in a sentence.  Ask students to provide an example of how the words are used in the text.
	

	As a teacher, decide what words are appropriate for your class.  Focus on two-three words from each reading.  Throughout the week continue to provide opportunities for the students to interact with the word.  Some suggestions for how to incorporate vocabulary throughout the day:

· Find examples around the school

· Use it in daily conversations

· Whisper the word while walking down the hallway

Create posters to display in the classroom
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